Treasurer’s Report for the year 2018
General Account.
Deviations from normal annual practice were made in the general account during 2017 – 2018.
These relate mainly to the distribution of charity payments which were deferred in 2017 to enable
us to accommodate any possible cash flow difficulties with the Renewal Project. In the event there
were no cash flow difficulties and charity payments were restored in full for both years during the
latter part of 2018. This first had the effect of considerably reducing the expenditure for 2017 and
then increasing it by an equivalent amount for 2018. Expenditure for 2018 therefore looks
excessive, whilst the bank balance is shown as moderately healthy.
The overall cost of utilities continues to rise but there has been a sharp drop in the cost of effluent
removal due to the fitting of a water supply cut-off switch to the Kitchenette. Waste removal from
the church is now free but from the hall it is fully chargeable. Gas charges for the church are exactly
the same as for 2017 due to the continuation of fixed monthly payments. These will be adjusted
this year but may not reduce significantly as use of the church building continues to rise.
In 2017, it was noted that the hall allocation came almost clear after many years of heavy deficit.
Unfortunately, this has not continued and we find a deficit of well over £600. Some of this is due to
considerable extra work required on the hall field after several years of neglect.
Churchyard costs have risen sharply during 2018 due to considerable extra work required to the
grounds and hedges. This is also due to neglect in the last two years and beyond. It will be
necessary to continue with extra work to the grounds to avoid problems in the future.
Magazine finances are now very healthy after years of deficit. This due mainly to a review in 2016
and serves to slightly offset other difficult areas.
Renewal Account
All payments to contractors were completed in the early part of 2018 but there has been some
more recent spending on updated facilities and system improvements. The diocesan loan and the
WREN grant unlock loan were repaid in February 2019, these completing payment of all sums
owing.
All monthly pledged donations from members were completed in December 2018 but the account
continues to build thanks to the Village Coffee Pot, Village Dining events and Renewal Project cash
tins raising a total of £1275 in 2018.
It is worth reporting that the overall cost of the renewal project was in the region of £140,000 with
approximately £70,000 having been raised within the church. As our church is a listed building, we
were able to reclaim most of the VAT paid out to contractors. This has enabled us to set aside an
agreed tithe of £7,000 available for distribution to local charities. In March 2019, there is now well
over £4,000 left in the account which will lead us towards the next phase of the work.
May we extend grateful thanks to all whose efforts and generosity made this project possible.
The Lord has blessed that generosity abundantly.
David Wright

